FATHERS AND CHILDREN
plectic fit Agathokleya Kuzminishna soon
followed him; she could not accustom herself
to a dull life in the capital; she was consumed
by the ennui of existence away from the regi-
ment Meanwhile Nikolai Petrovitch had
already, in his parents' lifetime and to their
no slight chagrin, had time to fall in love with
the daughter of his landlord, a petty official,
Prepolovensky. She was a pretty and, as it is
called, ' advanced' girl; she used to read the
serious articles in the c Science * column of the
journals. He married her directly the term of
mourning was over; and leaving the civil service
in which his father had by favour procured him
a post, was perfectly blissful with his Masha,
first in a country villa near the Lyesny Institute,
afterwards in town in a pretty little flat with
a clean staircase and a draughty drawing-
room, and then in the country, where he settled
finally, and where in a short time a son, Arkady,
was born to him. The young couple lived
vexy happily and peacefully; they were scarcely
ever apart; they read together, sang and played
duets together on the piano; she tended her
flowers and looked after the poultry-yard; he
sometimes went hunting, and busied himself
with the estate, while Arkady grew and grew
in the same happy and peaceful way. Ten years
passed like a dream. In 1847 Kirsanov's wife